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Editorial
Aegean.Edu” was designed to monitor and project the different aspects of life in our uni-
versity community, capturing them exactly as an ongoing puzzle, as the multiple and diverse 
combinations in space and time; also as an evolving overall picture of the University, which 
however, does not replace the parts that make it up, since the multiple activities have their 
own specific weight and meaning. The variety, the quality, the scope, the uniqueness of the 
actions transfers our University as a perpetually transforming living organism.

From such a point of view, the 6th issue includes two sections. The first conveys information 
about a series of research actions, which were developed in the context and during the pan-
demic period and highlight the rapid reflexes of the scientific staff of the UAegean, in the face 
of emergencies that directly and strongly affect society. Conditions that require science and 
education to react by developing knowledge and practices both at the level of prevention and 
at the level of management and long-term treatment. The second section refers to a series of 
institutional actions that come to highlight the way in which the UA realizes its next steps in 
the new and growing demands of an ever-evolving university environment, both nationally 
and internationally. Utilizing its high quality potential, our University participates in process-
es and actions in terms of internationalization on the one hand - through actions related to 
either European inter-university synergies or the emphasis on multilingualism and intercultur-
alism – and on the other hand in terms of sustainable development, regional development, 
together with its interregional island partners, gender equality but also the effort to support 
structures, processes and actions related to quality assurance, as they have been launched and 
supported by the Institution.

At this very University, we have learned to work with other guidelines and other measures: not 
metropolises, not centers, not vertical hard lines, but islands, regions, borders and spiral lines - 
this is how we discover the extreme in human experience. We live on the edge, which is why we 
develop the skills of acrobatics and the ability to live with the least and to establish realities on 
the minimum. For us, the edge is a bridge and a road: at every moment, our faith in the place, in 
man, in nature needs to be confirmed and transformed into choices, decisions and actions; with 
remote centers and moving margins, with lively research and courageous openings to the world. 
Through the infinite movements that connect the centers to the margins, from the sea to the 
land, and back again, the form of the Aegean is shaped, without stopping - and while it is formed, 
it is engraved and while it is engraved, it transcends the notch towards the horizons in which it 
looks forward to. With his people as «brave individuals, bright meteors and strongholds, where in 
their beautiful gestures and sacrifices lies the great, intense and endless life», as Miltos Kountou-
ras would say, to create their collectivity with manual persistence.

Thus, as we travel from the Aegean to the world,  
the Aegean tempo becomes bearing life.

Professor Elena Theodoropoulou
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COVID-19 and the Research Activity 
of the University of the Aegean

The academic community of the University of the Aegean, 
as well as the entire community of Greek universities, has 
systematically monitored and continues to monitor the de-
velopment of the unprecedented, for modern history, Public 
Health crisis and undertook initiatives on time, in order to 
respond constructively and effectively to the new condi-
tions. In this context, all necessary steps have been taken to 
ensure, on the one hand, the health and safety of all mem-
bers of the community on the basis of both collective and 
individual responsibility, and on the other hand, to continue, 
as far as possible, all educational, research and administra-
tive functions of the Institution and to minimize the effects 
of the pandemic.

 With a sense of responsibility and consistency, the Univer-
sity of the Aegean and its members have proved in practice, 
both individually and collectively within the extraordinary, 
critical circumstances that have occurred, that it is an integral 
part of the local communities of the Aegean area and the 
Greek society in general, by undertaking academic, research, 
and extensive social action, regarding the current challeng-
es faced by our country and the international community. 
We follow the principle that knowledge and research do 
not develop in a sterile and socially isolated environment, 
away from modern social developments, away from the real 
events and real needs of people, but are influenced by social 
conditions and developments and return their direct and in-

direct benefits to society.

The UAegean has adapted to the special educational con-
ditions, which were formed due to the pandemic, quickly 
and efficiently. The immediate and full utilization of distance 
education, highlighted the acquired know-how of our Uni-
versity and allowed the continuation of the teaching activ-
ity both at undergraduate and postgraduate level, leaving 
back an important experience, which the Institution tried 
to capture through targeted and specialized questionnaires 
that highlighted all its aspects, negative and positive, the 
strengths and the weaknesses of distance learning.

More specifically, however, regarding the Coronavirus COV-
ID-19, the academic community of the Aegean has dis-
played rapid reflexes, has taken important initiatives from 
the beginning in terms of the study, but also the treatment 
of the phenomenon. Focused actions of understanding but 
also mitigating the consequences of the pandemic, such as 
the printing of 3D medical material (eg multipurpose face 
shields), the dynamic recording and monitoring of multi-fac-
tor statistics, the development of applications, the publica-
tion of scientific articles have occurred. Below is a summary 
and some indicative initiatives taken by members of our Uni-
versity (in alphabetical order of the person in charge).
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COVID-19 and the Research Activity of the University of the Aegean

Department of Product  
& Systems Design Engineering

The Department of Product & Systems Design Engineering 
of the University of the Aegean, has taken the initiative to 
gather the creative energy of all members of its family in a 
collective action in order to produce planned interventions 
so as to meet the needs that have emerged from the new re-
ality. For this purpose, a competition with the title “PUBLIC 
HEALTH DESIGN RESPONSE” was announced. At the same 
time, in the Laboratory of Integrated Industrial Design, the 
3D construction of protective masks has been completed, 
which has been available at the Syros and the Arta Hospital, 
in Greece.

Laboratory of Integrated Industrial Design

In charge:   Philip Azariadis,  
Professor, Department of Product  
& Systems Design Engineering

Department of Financial  
and Management Engineering

The Intelligent Data Exploration and Analysis Laboratory 
(IDEAL) of the Department of Financial and Management En-
gineering has developed a series of applications aimed at 
studying the ever-increasing literature on SARS-CoV-2 virus. 
Three applications have been developed so far:

(http://ideal.aegean.gr/covid19/)

1. A dynamic literature review service for the previously pub-
lished literature on SARS-Cov-2 and COVID-19 disease.

2. A reporting tool that automatically extracts answers to 
the above questions based on this literature.

3. A question / answer machine, where the user can ask any 
relevant question and receive in-depth answers based on 
published work

Intelligent Data Exploration and Analysis Laboratory (IDEAL)

In charge:  Nicholas Ampazis, 
Associate Professor,  
Department of Financial  
and Management Engineering
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COVID-19 and the Research Activity of the University of the Aegean

Department  
of Marine Sciences

Research is being developed on the use of a face mask to 
combat the spread of Covid-19.

In charge:   Antonis Velegrakis,  
Professor,  
Department of Marine Sciences

Department of Geography

Publication of articles in the Journal of Regional and So-
cio-Economic Issues:

• Gavalas V. (2020) “A threat to the humankind or much 
ado about nothing? Different perceptions of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic based on socio-demographic variables”, 
Journal of Regional and Socio-Economic Issues. 10 (2) 21-
39.

The article uses demographic data and epidemiological data 
to compare the coronavirus pandemic with the largest pan-
demic of the 20th century, which was the Spanish flu. It 
also refers to the non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) 
received by the Greek government, in order to reduce the 
coronavirus pandemic and, through a questionnaire, the so-
cial upheaval that these interventions have caused.

• Gavalas V. (2021) “How effective are the lockdown and 
quarantine of the general population during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic?” Journal of Regional and Socio-Economic 
Issues. 11 (1) 6-17.

Previous studies have shown a strong association between 
COVID-19-related deaths and a specific chromosome group 
(a Y-DNA haplogroup). Using data on the number of deaths 
from all causes, this article correlates excessive mortality 
with lockdown measures with this particular YDNA hap-
logroup in European populations.

Access to the articles is free through the following links:

https://geography.aegean.gr/files/labs/Journal__Vol-
ume--X__Issue--2__June__2020__Online.pdf

https://geography.aegean.gr/files/labs/Journal__Volume--
XI__Issue--1__January__2021__Online.pdf

Author:  Vassilis Gavalas, Associate Professor,  
Department of Geography
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COVID-19 and the Research Activity of the University of the Aegean

Department of Geography

The Geography of Labor Research Group of the Department of 
Geography, has created an online (WebGIS) application for 
the effects of the spread of COVID on labor and employment 
(https://arcg.is/1X0Tbv). 

The ‘COVID-19_Regional_Labor’ online toolbar presents re-
gional statistics on COVID-19 coronavirus in Greece, Cyprus, 
Italy and Spain. Most of this peripheral data cannot be easily 
or directly retrieved from other webgis applications. More 
specifically, it includes the following maps:

• Map of the total confirmed cases per region

• Map of the percentage of deaths in confirmed cases

• Map of cases in the regions per 100,000 inhabitants

• Map of deaths in the regions per 100,000 inhabitants

Research team “Geography of Labor”

In charge:  Sotiris Gialis,  
Associate Professor,  
Department of Geography  

 

Credits: YOUTHShare

Department of Marine Sciences

Publication of an article in the scientific journal (Marine Pol-
lution Bulletin [Elsevier] Impact Factor 4.049) on coronavirus 
and bathing shores entitled “Coronavirus survival on beach 
sand: Sun vs COVID-19”.

The disinfecting power of the sun is enough to neutralize 
coronavirus particles in the sand on the swimming beaches, 
in periods and areas with high temperatures and sunshine. 
The article lists the mechanisms of natural disinfection (heat 
and ultraviolet wavelengths) caused by solar radiation in 
coronavirus individuals that may fall into sand grains. It is 
concluded that the increased temperature and ultraviolet 
radiation during the warm months of the year destroy the 
infectious capacity of the virus.

Author:  Maria – Adamantia Efstratiou,  
Associate Professor,  
Department of Marine Sciences
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COVID-19 and the Research Activity of the University of the Aegean

Department of Financial  
and Management Engineering

Development of a system for monitoring the health status 
and spatial position of citizens, showing respect to privacy 
and anonymity: “For a Democratic and Privacy Protecting 
Health Status and Location Observation Facility”.

Information Management Lab

In charge:  Petros Kavassalis,  
Associate Professor,  
Department of Financial  
and Management Engineering

Department of Geography

Collection and analysis of Covid19 distribution data for 177 
countries. Deaths, confirmed cases, and recovery cases are 
counted on a daily basis. The population, health and eco-
nomic data of each of the 177 countries are also recorded 
and combined so as to be used for further analysis. The in-
tensity and change of the phenomenon per country is calcu-
lated and compared with the dates of imposition of meas-
ures for all countries.

Spatial Analysis, GIS, Remote Sensing Lab.

In charge:  Dimitris Kavroudakis, 
Associate Professor,  
Department of Geography
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COVID-19 and the Research Activity of the University of the Aegean

Department of Environment

Research concerning Urban nature exposure in the time of 
COVID-19: associations between visitation patterns, mental 
health and perceived value.

The COVID-19 pandemic has put new challenges on human 
body and mental health. The present study investigates the 
use of urban green (UGS) and blue spaces (UBS), the per-
ceptions towards urban nature, and the beneficial effects 
derived from access to such open spaces, both pre- and 
post- the lockdown in Greece. In February 2021, an online 
survey was conducted on 948 participants (aged 18-65 years 
old, 30% men). During the lockdown, a decrease in the fre-
quency of visits and availability of UGS/UBS was observed. 
Moreover, visit duration was either unchanged or slightly 
increased. Participants’ wellbeing was negatively affected 
during lockdown; however, access and view of UGS and/
or UBS were perceived as helpful for coping with negative 
emotions. Frequency of visitation was associated with low-
er levels of anxiety and depression. 89% of the participants 
perceived the presence of UGS and UBS within the urban 
fabric as “extremely important”. A higher value was also at-
tached to urban nature after having experienced social iso-
lation. Our findings suggest a positive correlation between 
mental health and exposure to UGS and UBS, highlighting 
the need for integrating ecosystem services into urban de-
sign.

Υπεύθυνοι:  Kanelli, Argyro-Anna1, Kokkinaki, Margarita1, 
Sinvare, Marios Dimitrios1, Malesios, 
Chrysovalantis2, Kalantzi, Olga-Ioanna1

1. Department of Environment, University of the Aegean, Mytilene, Greece
2. Department of Agricultural Economic and Rural Development, Agricultural University of Athens, Athens, Greece

Department of Cultural  
Technology and Communication

The research Laboratory PrivaSI Lab Privacy Engineering and 
Social Informatics of the Department of Cultural Technology 
and Communication of the University of the Aegean partic-
ipates in the construction, through 3D printing, of masks 
that will be available to health care providers for the treat-
ment of coronavirus. Since Saturday, March 26, 2021,  all 
members of the Laboratory united under the common goal 
started by the HELLAS COVID 3D Supplies team through the 
company 3DHUB and the Ministry of Health, with the aim of 
creating masks using 3D printing.

PrivaSi Lab (Privacy Engineering & Social Informatics).

In charge:  Christos Kalloniatis,  
Associate Professor, Department of Cultural Tech-
nology and Communication.
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COVID-19 and the Research Activity of the University of the Aegean

Shipping Trade and Transport

Research entitled: «Development of Simulation and Math-
ematical Modeling Techniques for the Spread Analysis of 
Coronavirus» by GEOPOL Lab

In charge:  Ioannis Karkazis,  
Emeritus Professor, Department  
of Shipping Trade and Transport and  
Th. Markopoulos, 
Phd Candidate, Department of Financial  
and Management Engineering 

Department of Geography

&

Department of Sociology

Research action for the publication of the June 2020 issue 
of the Journal of Regional Socio-Economic Issues, June 10, (Is-
sue 2) on:» The socio-economic impact of pandemics (SARS, 
Coronavirus) The Socio-Economic Impact of Pandemics (SARS 
, Coronavirus)”.

Participating Laboratories & research groups: Laboratory of 
Economic Geography, Regional Development and Spatial Plan-
ning of the Department of Geography, Mental Health Programs 
of the Department of Sociology and Laboratory «Ergaxia» of 
the Department of Sociology

In charge:  George Korres,  
Professor, Department of Geography,  
Efstratios Papanis,  
Assistant Professor,  
Department of Sociology,  
George Tsompanoglou,  
Professor, Department of Sociology.
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COVID-19 and the Research Activity of the University of the Aegean

Department of Cultural  
Technology and Communication 

The Semantic Web and IoT Research Group (Intelligent Sys-
tems Lab) of the Dept. of Cultural Technology and Commu-
nication, School of Social Sciences, University of the Aege-
an, developed a Conversational AI-based chatbot to inform 
citizens about the Covid-19 virus in their own language 
(Greek). The chatbot is available via FB/Messenger (https://
www.facebook.com/Chatbot4Covid19GR) 
and Viber (viber://pa?chatURI=covid19botuoa).

Its use started in the beginning of the pandemic (Spring 
2020).

In charge:  Konstantinos Kotis, 
Assistant Professor, Department of Cultural Tech-
nology and Communication 

Department  
of Mediterranean Studies

Publication of an article entitled “Pandemics - from Ancient 
times to Covid19. Some thoughts.”, In: Mediterranean Ar-
cheology and Archeometry; Vol. 20, No. 1, (2020), pp. i-ix, 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3724821 

The article presents views on the causes of pandemics, hu-
man and natural causal factors, reviews some of the typical 
regional / global diseases of history and points out that out-
breaks are a reminder of the theory of complexity.

Free access via https://www.academia.edu/42298902/PAN-
DEMICS_FROM_ANCIENT_TIMES_TO_COVID19_SOME_
THOUGHTS

Archaeometry Lab

Author:  Ioannis Liritzis,  
Professor, Department of Mediterranean Studies
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COVID-19 and the Research Activity of the University of the Aegean

Department of Cultural  
Technology and Communication 

The Point of Equilibrity (PoE) is a simulated pandemic man-
agement environment where players have to make impor-
tant decisions that will determine the end of a health cri-
sis while taking into account significant historic and topical 
events, as well as possible economic, political and social 
implications. The PoE project was designed in spring 2020, 
launched in December 2020 and is currently undergoing a 
large-scale evaluation that seeks to understand whether in-
formed perspectives can influence how people shape opin-
ions and make decisions in the present times of crisis and if 
so, how?

Design and Development:  Aristotelis Magklis and  
Alexandros Kapralos

Supervision:  Angeliki Chrysanthi and Vlasios Kasapakis,  
Assistant Professor,  
Department of Cultural Technology  
and Communication 

Department of  
Business Administration

The research team of the Laboratory of Quantitative Meth-
ods (QMLab) of the Department of Business Administration 
of the University of the Aegean participates in the Panhel-
lenic Group of Volunteers Hellas Covid 19 3D Printing Sup-
plies with the aim to  print three-dimensional face protec-
tion shields. The Hellas Covid-19 team was created after a 
meeting with the Ministry of Health, in order to coordinate 
actions and procedures for the supply of 3D printed personal 
protective equipment to Hospitals and health institutions in 
the country.

Quantitative Methods Laboratory

In charge:  Maria Mavri, 
Professor,  
Department of Business Administration
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COVID-19 and the Research Activity of the University of the Aegean

Department of 
Information and Communication 

 Systems Engineering

Creation of an original platform with data concerning COV-
ID-19 pandemic in live time, information from experts and 
suggestions with relevant links for activities while we stay 
home http://coronavirusingreece.eu

Information Lab

In charge:  Achilleas Papakonstantinou,  
graduate and research fellow,  
Charalambos Skianis,  
Professor, Department of Information and Commu-
nication Systems Engineering

Department of Sociology

Research on the pandemic footprint in Greek society. Collec-
tion of quantitative and quantitative data on citizens’ atti-
tudes towards the pandemic.

Mental Health Programs Research Team, Department of Soci-
ology.

In charge:  Efstratios Papanis, 
Assistant Professor,  
Department of Sociology.
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COVID-19 and the Research Activity of the University of the Aegean

Department of Shipping, 
Trade and Transport

Survey through questionnaires: 

1) Questionnaire to investigate the effect of Coronavirus Re-
strictive Measures on the Use of Time and Activities of 
Individuals, the results of which will be part of ENIRISST 
analyzes related to the behavior of individuals, attitudes 
and their perceptions, as well as their well-being. 

2) Last Mile Delivery (LMD) Questionnaire «Receipts at 
Home» due to Coronavirus..

http://daphne-new.chios.aegean.gr/~surveys/COVID/

Transfer and Decision Making (TRANSDEM) Laboratory within 
the ENIRISST Research Infrastructure.

In charge:  Amalia Polydoropoulou,  
Professor,  
Department of Shipping, Trade and Transport.

Department of Sociology

Development of regression models to determine the factors 
(on macro-level) on which: a) The size of those infected with 
COVID-19 and b) the mortality from this virus among the 
countries experiencing the disease are depended.

Social Informatics, Statistics and Research Infrastructure 
Laboratory 

In charge:  Kostas Rontos,  
Professor,  
Department of Sociology,  
Maria-Eleni Syrmali,  
Assistant Professor,  
Department of Sociology 
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COVID-19 and the Research Activity of the University of the Aegean

Department of Sociology

Research on the Socio-economic and demographic impli-
cations of the COVID-19 pandemic. The rapid spread and 
severity of COVID-19 make it imperative to understand 
the mechanisms of transmission, clinical features, and risk 
factors for the spread of the disease. The empirical analysis 
includes a global sample of countries examined during the 
first wave of the pandemic. Multiple regression models are 
used to conduct the statistical analysis. The research results 
could contribute to the ongoing global efforts to reduce the 
disease by supplementing epidemiological studies to halt 
the spread of future infectious diseases or subsequent surg-
es of COVID-19.

In charge:   Kostas Rontos,  
Professor,  
Department of Sociology, 
Maria-Eleni Syrmali,  
Assistant Professor,  
Department of Sociology 

Department of Sociology

The article entitled “Invisible Enemy, Staff State and Indi-
vidual Responsibility: A Critical Analysis of the Official Infor-
mation on the Covid-19 Virus” is based on primary empiri-
cal material and analyzes, by applying the methodological 
technique of critical discourse analysis, forty-six (46) official 
newsletters within the period from the beginning of the 
lockdown measures on 12.03.2020 until the beginning of 
their gradual limitation on 04.05.2020. Recorded audio doc-
uments (press releases and announcements) of the General 
Secretariat for Civil Protection and the National Organiza-
tion for Public Health (EODY) are used to record the daily an-
nouncements of the representatives of the ministries, name-
ly the Deputy Minister of Climate Crisis and Civil Protection, 
Dr S. Tsiodra, health and government officials.

The article was published in Thesis issue 154, January-March 
and access is free at the following link

http://www.theseis.com/index.php?option=com_content 
&task=view&id=1508&Itemid=29 

In charge:  Manos Savvakis, 
Assistant Professor,  
Department of Sociology,  
Maria Markantonatou,  
Assistant Professor,  
Department of Sociology 
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COVID-19 and the Research Activity of the University of the Aegean

Department  
of Marine Sciences

In the framework of the BRiDGEII project and in direct col-
laboration with the «Pilot Team of Refugee Researchers», a 
concept note was prepared and sent with recommendations 
to the public authorities of the EU Member States for the 
support of refugee researchers. The concept note is entitled: 
“Refugee researchers: From the war zone to the labor mar-
ket hunt, and can be found at the following link:

https://www.unibielefeld.de/uni/profil/international/bridge-
projects/bridge2/news/newsletter/Bridge-II-Newsletter-to-
RR-No-4.pdf

In charge:  Rania Tzoraki,  
Assistant Professor,  
Department of Marine Sciences 

  

Department  
of Marine Sciences

Information through the Facebook page on the evolution 
of the spread of the disease in the country and in other Eu-
ropean countries (Italy, Spain, United Kingdom, the Nether-
lands, Norway, France, Germany). The update is made after 
processing the data communicated by the competent na-
tional authorities and includes short-term estimates, where 
possible.

Ecology and Systems Dynamics Laboratory 

In charge:  George Tsirtsis,  
Professor,  
Department of Marine Sciences
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COVID-19 and the Research Activity of the University of the Aegean

Department of Information  
and Communication  
Systems Engineering

Development of an original IT application, aiming at the cit-
izen-centered information on the evolution of COVID-19, in 
the framework of the Panhellenic Antivirus Hackathon Com-
petition for digital applications for COVID-1 crisis, in the first 
phase of which the team 5 of the University of the Aegean 
was awarded.

https://medium.com/the-crowdpolicy-collection/antivirus- 
crowdhackathon-protos-kyklos-ea6f758a1d5c

Υπεύθυνος:  Yannis Charalambidis,  
Professor,  
Department of Information  
and Communication Systems Engineering.

Department of Sociology 

Action research for the reorganization and reprogramming 
of the social self from the trauma of Intrusion into the indi-
vidual and the family as a result of the pandemic.

Laboratory of Social, Cultural and Digital Documentation of 
the Department of Sociology.

In charge:  Sotiris Chtouris,  
Professor, Department of Sociology,  
Anastasia Zissi,  
Professor, Department of Sociology .
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The University of the Aegean, in addition to its educational 
role,  its scientific research, the act of creating a value chain 
in scientific, technological and social innovation, is called 
to interact, co-create and achieve an extensive impact on 
the regional, national, but also global development. It has 
been called the «Fourth Generation University» (Pawlowski, 
2009), together with its interregional island partners, to 
meet current and future challenges, build bridges of knowl-
edge & collaboration, open science, innovation and data 
networks based on mutual trust, common values, goals and 
objectives.

The fundamental changes that are already taking place due 
to the pandemic are paving the way for new policies, ways 
of working and shaping new needs and attitudes and be-
haviors, some of which will remain in the long run. The Uni-
versity of the Aegean wishes to create a new «social con-
tract» with the island societies of the Aegean Archipelago 
and to co-shape a model of regional development, adopting 
the technological innovations of the 4th industrial revolu-
tion, and promoting the Goals of Sustainable Development, 
having man at the center of this common path.

In the context of «Competitiveness, Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation» and specifically the Action «Support for Re-
gional Excellence», thanks to the collective effort of the 
members of the University Community of the Aegean, six 
Research Infrastructures (ES) coordinated by the University 
of the Aegean and one in which it participates as a Partner 
are funded with over 12 million euros, The two institutions 
aim to strengthen Regional Innovation, Entrepreneurship 
and Excellence and Digital Transformation in Culture and 
Tourism in North and South Aegean and are developed by 
43 different research laboratories and research teams from 
the various Departments of the University of the Aegean.

«Regional Excellence» 
Research Infrastructures
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The «Aegean Archipelago Research and Technology Net-
work: Enhancing Regional Innovation, Entrepreneurship and 
Excellence [e- Aegean R&D Network], is coordinated by the 
Rectress Professor Chryssi Vitsilaki, and its activities are spe-
cialized as follows: Observatory of Geospatial Technologies 
and Analysis for Labor and Sustainability in the Mediterra-
nean European South, Platform data on the research, de-
velopment, and innovation footprint of the Greek Regions: 
Patent & RTD Index Tools, 6 Digital Knowledge, Innovation 
& Entrepreneurship Centers B. & N. Aegean, Refugee Crisis 
Knowledge and Action Platform, Researcher Career Center, 
Center for Interregional Development, Innovation & Entre-
preneurship & Center for Smart Blue Growth, Upgraded Life-
long Learning Services, Smart Learning Services.
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The University of the Aegean and its key role in the project: 
Astypalea: Smart & sustainable island

As global protection and the transition to sustainable mobil-
ity become of global interest, the five-year project aims to 
transform Astypalea, called the Aegean butterfly, into the 
first energetically «green» and functionally «smart» island 
in the Mediterranean, which will serve as an example for the 
green transition of other islands, small or remote from the 
mainland.

The University of the Aegean was invited by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, in collaboration with the University of 
Strathclyde (Glasgow-Scotland), to work together with VW, 
in order to capture the attitudes and perceptions of the peo-
ple of Astypalea regarding the global model of sustainable 
transport.

In particular, the University of the Aegean has undertaken 
the study based on questionnaires recording and processing 
the opinion of residents about the new mobility and energy 
system, with the aim of identifying the factors that influ-
ence their views on their transition to green energy. In ad-
dition, the factors that determine the attitudes of residents 
regarding the integration of e-mobility in their daily life 
(e-mobility) and the motivations required for the transition 
of the community as a whole to a sustainable lifestyle will be 
investigated in real time.

The results of the research will be available to everyone, 
and on the one hand they will help accelerate the trans-
formation towards sustainable green energy movements in 
Greece, while on the other hand, it will be an example for 
other regions and countries that will pursue their own sus-
tainable energy solutions. 

In this endeavor, too, the University of the Aegean, the Uni-
versity of Excellence, has taken on a pivotal role, proving, 
once again, that it is a pillar of innovation and development 
of the islands of the Archipelago.

In this context, the Rectress of the University of the Aegean, 
Professor Chryssi Vitsilaki, attended, after an invitation of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in Astypalea, on Wednesday 
02.06.2021, for the presentation of the first phase of the 
project «Astypalea: Smart & sustainable island» by the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Kyriakos Mitsotakis.

Present at the information and delivery event were the Min-
ister of Energy and Environment Mr. Costas Skrekas, the 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr. Costas Frangogiannis, 
the Deputy Minister of Interior Mr. Stelios Petsas, the Dep-
uty Minister of Infrastructure and Transport Mr. Giannis Mr. 
Akis Skertsos, the Secretary General of the Ministry of Ener-
gy and Environment Alexandra Sdoukou, the Secretary Gen-
eral of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Mr. Giannis Smyrlis, 
the Dodecanese MPs Mr. Manos Konsolas Giannis Pappas, 
Vassilis Ypsilantis, Tsampika Iatridi, and Nektarios Santorini-
os, the Regional Governor of the South Aegean Mr. George 
Chatzimarkos and the CEO of HEDNO Mr. Tassos Manos. 
Also present was the CEO of Volkswagen Group, Herbert 
Diess, the German Ambassador to Greece, Dr. Ernst Reichel, 
and from Volkswagen the executives Lucas Casanovas Gar-
cia (CEO of SEAT), Nicole Mommsen (Head of Volkswagen 
Communications), Dr. Thomas Steg (Head of Public Affairs), 
Maik Stephan (Head of Business Development). The official 
Volkswagen delegation in Greece was attended by Messrs. 
Stefanos Sirtis (CEO) and Antonis Mavridoglou (Vice Presi-
dent).
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The University of the Aegean  
as a “European University of the Future”  

through the Strategic Alliance of European Universities  
«European Reform University Alliance [ERUA]-[RE-ERUA]» (erua-eui.eu)

The University’s internationalization strategy is an intention-
al process of change, a necessary means of “self-transfor-
mation” that improves Quality, Excellence in Education and 
Research, and through synergies between economy, society 
and democracy, generates a creative environment for Knowl-
edge, Innovation, Ecology & Sustainable Development, thus 
exploring a new dynamic pathway in the 21st century, while 
benefiting by good practices, initiatives and experiences of 
other universities.

The University of the Aegean together with the Université 
Paris 8 Vincennes-Saint-Denis of France (Coordinator), the 
Roskilde University of Denmark, the University of Konstanz 
of Germany and the New Bulgarian University of Bulgaria, 
are the strategic partners of the European Alliance [ERUA] 
- [RE-ERUA] and for the next 3 years, are funded (approx-
imately €6 million) from the Erasmus+ and the H2020, to-
gether with 41 other Strategic Alliances of European Uni-
versities.

In the frame of the Strategic Alliance [ERUA] - [RE-ERUA] 
the University of the Aegean coordinates 4 important initi-
atives, funded by Erasmus + and H2020.

“Digital Reform in ERUA” - Erasmus+: aiming at the digital 
connectivity of the alliance, through common digital tools, 
that enhance the mobility of students and the Human Cap-
ital of the universities and strengthen the transnational re-
lations between Campuses, interacting simultaneously with 
their Local Societies and Regions. 

Digital intercultural environments are created to connect 
Science with Arts & Design, Culture, Social, Green and Blue 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation, that creatively promote 
scientific, educational, technological, research initiatives, 
connected with networks of visual arts, cultural spaces, cre-
ative industries and interact with the Local Communities, us-
ing open access digital applications that enhance peripheral 
strategies of intelligent specialization. 

“Aeiforia in ERUA” Erasmus+: aiming at establishing a com-
mon strategy to achieve 2030 Sustainable Development 
Goals, through initiatives on the environment, mobility, so-
cial change and volunteerism, led by the Alliance’s students.

“Bauhaus in ERUA” Erasmus+: aiming to create an exper-
imental creative and interdisciplinary community, focusing 
on aesthetics, participation and sustainability (European 
strategy New European Bauhaus), connecting digital, green 
and circular economy activities. The actions are supported 
by responsible social research initiatives, from the Local Sci-
ence Shops, with the participation and interaction of stu-
dent communities with local communities and local organ-
izations.

“Re-Up My skills” -H2020: aims to develop a common 
framework for retraining and strengthening the skills of re-
searchers / scientists in order to reinforce human capital in 
R&T, as well as to support regional skills in innovation and 
entrepreneurship. In parallel, through pilot actions, it seeks 
to empower researchers with skills related to innovation and 
social technology management.

On 18 January 2022, the European Commission published 
the long-awaited European University Strategy (ES4U). The 
text of the strategy is accompanied by a Commission pro-
posal for a Council Recommendation on building bridges for 
the effective European cooperation in the field of higher ed-
ucation. The ES4U Strategy explicitly recognizes the unique 
position of universities at the crossroads of education, re-
search, innovation, and their contribution to Society and the 
Economy.

The European dimension of higher education and research 
will be strengthened through 4 flagship initiatives by mid-
2024. 

1.  Enlargement of 60 European universities with more than 
500 higher education institutions by mid-2024, 

2.  Pursuit of legal status for coalitions / higher education 
institutions, 

3. Pursuit of a common European degree 

4.  Upgrading of the European student identity initiative us-
ing a unique European student identification code.



Institutional Initiatives 

23AEGEAN.EDU | ISSUE 06

#ERUASummit2021

On December 2-4, 2021, the 1st Annual Meeting of the Eu-
ropean Alliance of European Universities [ERUA] was organ-
ized online, with the participation of the University of the 
Aegean (scientific coordination: Prof. Elena Theodoropou-
lou, Vice-Rectress) 

Within the framework of the work of the Summit, various 
thematic workshops, cultural events, scientific dialogues 
and presentations were held.

During the second day of the summit, the University of the 
Aegean organized the Workshop 4: A decade of Digital Trans-
formation for Universities: A window for Openness, Innova-
tion Ecosystems and Sustainable Partnerships seeking to de-
velop a dialogue on cutting-edge issues for higher education 
related to the digital transformation of Research, but also 
the services provided by HEIs, in the connection of Innova-
tion & Sustainability, and Universities & Society, through the 
active action of our students. Top Researchers and Experts 
Present Issues of Digital Transformation in Science (Mr. Cos-
tas Glinos, Head of Unit for Open Science, DG RTD, E. C.), 
the model of the Fivefold Innovation Propeller & its connec-
tion to Smart Sustainability (Prof. Elias Karagiannis, George 
Washington University), the role of Gamification in Learning 
(Assoc. Prof. Katia Dupret, Roskilde University).

The works of the Summit culminated with the signing of the 
«Aeiforia Statement» by the Rectresses of all 5 Universities 
of ERUA. The Pact, drafted by the University of the Aegean, 
leads the Alliance one step closer to the 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals. The two strategic initiatives of the Sus-
tainability and the Bauhaus Movement (# Aeiforia & Bau-
haus Movement) developed by the University have been set 
as research milestones for the Aegean Archipelago as part of 
the Alliance paving the way for the creation of #ERUAhaus 
Aegean Iceland.

erua-eui.eu
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Institutional Initiatives for the promotion of languages

The University of the Aegean systematically seeks to imple-
ment the policy of internationalization and enhancement 
of interculturalism in university education and through the 
teaching of languages.

In this context, in addition to the individual continuous ef-
forts of the teaching staff and the Departments of the Uni-
versity to highlight language teaching as a means of con-
solidating at different levels and contexts the following 
institutional actions were developed for the benefit of the 
entire university community.:

• Establishment of the Language Center

• The language and culture of China

• French language teaching 

Language Center

The Language Center of the Faculty of Humanities of the Uni-
versity of the Aegean was established on September 21, 
2020 (Government Gazette B’ 4020/21.09.2020) 

The mission and goals of the Center include:

• The teaching of Modern Greek as a second and / or for-
eign language, as well as the teaching of Mediterranean 
languages and other languages at all levels of language 
learning.

• The teaching of the Greek language to students from for-
eign universities, who carry out part of their studies at 
the University of the Aegean, in the framework of the 
Erasmus program or other educational programs.

• The contact of students from different countries, who 
implement part of their studies within the Erasmus pro-
gram framework or with another program at the Univer-
sity of the Aegean, with Greek culture and in general the 
intercultural contact of people, with respect to linguistic 
and cultural diversity.

• The acquisition of teaching experience of undergraduate 
and postgraduate students, doctoral candidates, doctor-
ates and researchers. 

• The organization of workshops, conferences, seminars, 
summer activities on the teaching of Greek as a foreign 
language or a language of heritage in the Diaspora, the 
teaching of the languages of the Mediterranean, bilin-

gualism / multilingualism, linguistic and cultural contact, 
linguistic communication and biographies and intercul-
tural education.

• The production of teaching material in subjects identified 
above (teaching of Greek language and Mediterranean 
languages).

• The development and implementation of research and 
educational programs and activities around the cognitive 
subjects offered by the Language Center (eg bilingual-
ism, language education, intercultural education, adult 
education, integration of immigrants and refugees in 
Greek society, etc.).

• The implementation of bilateral-inter-university agree-
ments between the Center and respective university and 
foreign language research centers, with the aim of in-
terdisciplinary cooperation and staff mobility for training 
and / or teaching, the promotion of cooperation with 
both academic and research at an national and interna-
tional level.

• The promotion of multilingualism and multiculturalism, 
in order to achieve the connection of the local and aca-
demic community with the «citizens of the world» and 
the organization, hosting and participation in cultural 
and art events in order to approach a foreign language 
and its culture.

The University of the Aegean offers lifelong learning oppor-
tunities to members of its academic community.

The language and culture of China

The University of the Aegean, seeking to implement the 
strategic goal of internationalization, has developed collab-
orations with a number of educational institutions and insti-
tutions from abroad. In this context, it has, for a number of 
years, developed cooperation with universities and institu-
tions of China.

The University of the Aegean, with the concern of offering 
lifelong learning opportunities to members of its academic 
community, and in collaboration with the Chinese organi-
zation Continental Han Feng Network Technology (Beijing) 
Co., has launched a pioneering international educational 
action, initiated by the Rectress Professor Chryssi Vitsilaki. 
In this context, it successfully implements, already from the 
academic year 2020-2021, an online program of Chinese lan-
guage, offered to students and members of the academic 
community of the University. It is important that this pro-
gram operated for the first time in Greece and specifically at 
the University of the Aegean and it continues uninterrupt-
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edly until today, while its continuation is also planned for 
the years to come. 

In order to confirm the importance attached to both sides 
of this program, an official online announcement ceremony 
was held on October 15, 2020, as part of the celebrations of 
the Embassy of the People’s Republic of China in Greece for 
the anniversary of the National Chinese Day. In addition, as a 
culmination of the successful cooperation with the Embassy 
and the stakeholders of China for the implementation of the 
above action, the Rectress of the UAegean  was elected Vice 
President of the Chinese Plus Council.

The online Chinese language teaching program operates 
under a Cooperation Agreement (Building the Online Chi-
nese Classroom for the University of the Aegean), signed 
between the University of the Aegean and  Continental Han 
Feng Network Technology (Beijing) Co., Ltd.

Continental Han Feng Network Technology (Beijing) Co., Ltd 
is an international Chinese online training company respon-
sible for operating the Chinese Plus platform. It is commit-
ted to meeting the diverse Chinese language learning re-
quirements worldwide, through the creation of online cloud 
learning platforms for Chinese and foreign educational insti-
tutions and social organizations and has received legal au-
thorization for the Online Chinese Classroom.

At this stage, the program is aimed only at members of the 
Aegean university community and online courses are offered 
free of charge. The response of the university community 
and the interest in participating in online Chinese classes is 

great, considering the degree of difficulty in learning Chi-
nese. The expansion of the program with the participation 
of members of the wider society has been being reviewed. 

In addition, at the end of each semester of online courses, 
participants have the opportunity to take an online exam 
to obtain Chinese language proficiency certificates. The ex-
ams are implemented in application of a separate Tripartite 
Cooperation Agreement signed by the University of the Ae-
gean with the Henan University of China and the Chinese 
Testing International Co., Ltd. (CTI) for the operation of the 
first online Chinese Testing Center (Online Chinese Testing 
Center) and concerns the online examination of the Chinese 
language, with the payment of the pre-determined exami-
nation costs depending on the level of the certificate. 

The University of the Aegean, aiming at the further strength-
ening of the relations of cooperation with Chinese institu-
tions, as well as following the successful implementation of 
the above-mentioned actions, established an autonomous 
academic structure, the Hellenic-Chinese Language and Cul-
ture Center at the University of Aegean (Government Ga-
zette 3/26.07.2021), with the main purpose of promoting 
the language and culture of China to members of the aca-
demic community and the wider society.

With this action, the University of the Aegean will hence-
forth be able to implement actions to promote the language 
and culture of China and vice versa, through the Hellen-
ic-Chinese Language and Culture Center, which will contrib-
ute to strengthening the bonds of friendship and coopera-
tion between the two countries.
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French language Teaching

Extending and supporting the good practice of supporting 
and enhancing the teaching of foreign languages at our 
University and, after the successful experience in distance 
learning of the French language, during the academic year 
2019-2020, the resumption of free online courses was or-
ganized. language, in the wider context of the collaboration 
of the University of the Aegean with the French Institute in 
Greece, through its Directors, first Mr. Patrick Comoy and 
then Nicolas Eybalin with the voluntary support of the Hon-
orary Consul Sofia Baroutsaki-Tsirigoti.

In the context of bilateral Greek-French relations, the Office 
for Cooperation and Educational Action - French Institute of 
Greece and the University of the Aegean signed a bilateral 
cooperation agreement on the basis of which they agreed to 
further develop their cooperation, in particular in the field 
of French. three and the University staff. Given that the pro-
motion of the French language is part of the action lines of 
educational diplomacy, these courses can also be an intro-
duction to the French language with the aim of strengthen-
ing its presence in the wider Aegean region.

According to Ms. Baroutsaki-Tsirigoti, this effort on the part 
of the Cooperation and Educational Action Service - French 
Institute of Greece, is «a key axis of encouraging language 
learning as a key component of a creative use of multilin-
gualism and culture.» The introduction of French as a for-
eign language in the University allows the spiral acquisition 
of the language and ensures the continuity in its learning .
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Quality Assurance Unit of the University of the Aegean, 
European Two-Day Conference on Quality Assurance

Quality Assurance Unit is the central coordinating body of all 
quality assurance and evaluation processes of the UAegean 
and its main responsibilities concern:

• The development of policy, strategy and the necessary 
procedures for the continuous improvement of the qual-
ity of the Foundation’s work and services, in accordance 
with the Internal Quality Assurance System of the Foun-
dation.

• The coordination and support of the evaluation proce-
dures of the academic units and the other services of the 
Foundation.

• The support of the procedures of external evaluation and 
certification of the study programs and the ESDP of the 
Foundation, within the principles, directions and instruc-
tions of the Hellenic Authority for Higher Education (HAHE) 

• The development of the evaluation data management in-
formation system in collaboration with (HAHE) 

• The systematic monitoring and publication on the website 
of the institution of the procedures related to the evalua-
tion of their results and their results.

• The organization, coordination and implementation of ac-
tions for the participation of the Foundation in interna-
tional rankings of Higher Education Institutions (rankings).

In this context, the Quality Assurance Unit of the University 
of the Aegean organized a European online two-day confer-
ence on “Quality Assurance in Higher Education Institutions: 
The operation and role of QAU” on November 3 and 4, 2021.

The first day was dedicated to a discussion at the opera-
tional level between the Vice-Rectors / Presidents of QUA 
members of the committees as well as the staff of the Offic-
es, regarding the main issues that concern the Offices and 
with special reference to the evaluation of the certification 
process of both the Institutions and the Undergraduate Pro-
grams, the implementation of the Internal System of Quality 
Assurance of the Institutions, as well as the collection of sta-
tistical data and the fields of work which occupy the offices 
of QAU. 
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During the second day, the two-day conference aimed at ex-
changing views at staff level on the role of QAU in achieving 
the strategic goal of quality assurance in HEIs with the par-
ticipation of representatives from international Quality As-
surance bodies in Higher Education, European associations 
Universities as well as European student bodies. The pro-
gram was completed by the organization of a round table 
with the participation of the Rectors of the Institutions and 
the Vice-Rectors/ Presidents of the MODIP.

Greetings were given by the Rector of the University of 
the Aegean, Professor Chrysi Vitsilaki, the Deputy Minister 
of Education and Religions, Professor Angelos Syrigos, the 
Secretary General of Higher Education, Dr. Apostolos Dim-
itropoulos and the President of the National Authority of 
Higher Education, Professor Periklis A. Mitkas.

On the first day, the guest speaker was Dr. Christina Besta, 
General Director of the National Higher Education Authority.

On the second day, the European institutions were repre-
sented by the following keynote speakers:

• Michael Murphy, President of the European University As-
sociation (EUA) and Elena Cirlan, Policy & Project Officer / 
Institutional Development Unit, EUA

• Douglas Blackstock, President of the European Association 
for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA)

• Karl Dittrich, President of the European Quality Assurance 
Register for Higher Education (EQAR)

Based on the principle that quality assurance in universities 
is primarily linked to the principle of student-centeredness 
and the active participation of students, the two-day con-
ference included in its work the participation of European 
student institutions with the following invited speakers

• Jacub Grodecki, Vice President of the European Student 
Union (ESU)

• Kostis Giannidis, former President of the Erasmus Student 
Network (ESN)

The Coordination of the work of the two-day conference 
was held by the Vice Rectress for Academic Affairs & Student 
Welfare & President of QAU of the University of the Aegean, 
Professor Elena Theodoropoulou.

The works of the second day were broadcast online and can 
be watched on the channel of the University of the Aege-
an on YouTube [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_xK-
tRj4o7BU&t=876s], while the full material of the presenta-
tions at the Two-Day Conference is posted at the address: 
https://modip.aegean.gr/european-day-insurance-quali-
ty-in-the-3-4112021

On the website of QUAone can search for interesting mate-
rial related to the quality assurance procedures and the work 
of the QAU of the UAegean [https://modip.aegean.gr/].
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GENDER EQUALITY COMMITTEE 

The Gender Equality Committee (EIF) of the University of the 
Aegean, established by a decision of the Senate in June 2019 
and reconstituted in December of the same year, has carried 
out during the last two years, -from January 2020 until Feb-
ruary 2022-, the following actions:

• Creation of a Website on the main page of the Univer-
sity of the Aegean where all the actions, events and 
announcements of the Gender Equality Committee are 
posted https://www.aegean.gr/equality-committee

• Update of the Non-Sexist Language Guide with the aim 
of overcoming language sexism in the documents of the 
University of the Aegean.

• Update of the Institutional Action Plan for Gender Equal-
ity [ISDIF] of the University of the Aegean https://www.
aegean.gr/sites/default/files/static/20/07/isdif_pan_ai-
gaioy_dec2020_and preparation for the Action with the 
conditions of participation set by 2022 and after the Eu-
ropean research funding programs.

• Preparation for the drafting of a Code of Practice concern-
ing the prevention and treatment of harassment and sex-
ual harassment in academia.

• Completion and annual updating of the list of gender 
courses offered at the University of the Aegean at under-
graduate and postgraduate level.

• Cooperation with the EIF of other HEIs within the informal 
Network of Gender Equality Committees in HEIs and par-
ticipation in the events of the Network.

• Signing of a Protocol of Cooperation against Gender and 
Domestic Violence in Rhodes with the participation of 
representatives of the Municipality of Rhodes, the South 
Aegean Region, the General Hospital of Rhodes, the Di-
rectorates of Primary and Secondary education, as well 
as other bodies

• Also the  following workshops were held:

6.03.2020 Conference on «Reversing certainties: Gen-
der-based violence and collective action» for March 8, In-
ternational Women’s Day https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=EwdTjPpbDdY

25.11.2020 Online conference on «Sexual harassment. Act-
ing to End Violence «for November 25, International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence against Women https://youtu.
be/Zqi0nKdz5M8

20.01.2021 Online conference entitled «Child care. A dis-
cussion on parenting, gender and equality in Greek society 
«https://youtu.be/lG2ocAL3zWs

8.03.2021 Online conference entitled «Women’s Games in 
post-war Greece. Known and unknown stories »https://you-
tu.be/hd17Hwg_WWA

25.11.2021 Online conference on «The Istanbul Convention. 
A Debate on the Elimination of Violence against Women 
«on November 25, International Day for the Elimination 
of Violence against Women» https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=i7wIk_vjKYY

10.2.2022 Memorial Event for Eleni Topaloudi https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=UwMS6IGC40M

Gender Equality Committee 

isotitafylon@aegean.gr

https://www.aegean.gr/equality-committee
















